OF CONNEC

5(‘ R ‘{f 1& )

Substitute Senate Bill No. 479

Public Act No. 18-57

AN ACT CONCERNING IMMUNITY FROM CIVIL OR CRIMINAL
LIABILITY FOR PERSONS PROVIDING MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
OR INTERVENTION IN A CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT CASE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. Section 17a-101e of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2018, and
applicable to any civil action pending on or filed on or after said date):

(@) No employer shall (1) discharge, or in any manner discriminate
or retaliate against, any employee who in good faith makes a report
pursuant to sections 17a-10la to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103,
testifies or is about to testify in any proceeding involving child abuse
or neglect, or (2) hinder or prevent, or attempt to hinder or prevent,
any employee from making a report pursuant to sections 17a-101a to
17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103, or testifying in any proceeding
involving child abuse or neglect. The Attorney General may bring an
action in Superior Court against an employer who violates this
subsection. The court may assess a civil penalty of not more than two
thousand five hundred dollars and may order such other equitable
relief as the court deems appropriate.

(b) Any person, institution or agency which, in good faith, (1) makes
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[, or in good faith does not make, the] a report pursuant to sections
17a-101a to 17a-101d, inclusive, and 17a-103, or (2) provides

professional medical intervention or assistance in any proceeding

involving child abuse and neglect, including, but not limited to, (A)

causing a photograph, x-ray or a physical custody examination to be

made, (B) causing a child to be taken into emergency protective

custody, (C) disclosing a medical record or other information pertinent

to the proceeding, or (D) performing a medically relevant test, shall be

immune from any liability, civil or criminal, which might otherwise [be

incurred or imposed] arise from or be related to the actions taken

pursuant to this subsection and shall have the same immunity with

respect to any judicial proceeding which results from such report or
actions, provided such person did not perpetrate or cause such abuse

or neglect. The immunity from civil or criminal liability extends only to

actions done pursuant to this subsection and does not extend to the

malpractice of a medical professional that results in personal injury or
death.

(c) Any person who is alleged to have knowingly made a false
report of child abuse or neglect pursuant to sections 17a-101a to 17a-
101d, inclusive, and 17a-103 shall be referred to the office of the Chief
State's Attorney for purposes of a criminal investigation.

(d) Any person who knowingly makes a false report of child abuse
or neglect pursuant to sections 17a-101la to 17a-101d, inclusive, and
17a-103 shall be fined not more than two thousand dollars or

imprisoned not more than one year or both.

Approved June 6, 2018
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